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Asovut Druas AND INSTRUMENTS. 


Not many decades ago a well known veterinary 
teacher, deservedly of high repute as a clinician, 
used to tell his students that a thorough knowledge 
of the actions and uses of “ about twenty” drugs 
sufficed for the therapeutic requirements of general 
practice. This dictum might require a little modi- 
fication to-day, but still retains much truth. Nota 
few most valuable therapeutic discoveries have been 
made since then—nothing, for instance, can now be 
an adequate substitute for a reliable supra-rena] 
preparation. But it still remains true that a veteri- 
narian can, if he chooses, carry on general practice 
perfectly well with a much smaller number of drugs 
than many practitioners seem to think necessary. 

Probably the experience of the war brought this 
point home to many men. It certainly did to some 
—as shown by Mr. G. W. Bloxsome, in a recent 
paper upon war experiences to the Southern Coun- 
ties Society. He commented upon “ the really 
wonderful results that can be attained with the 
barest minimum of drugs and appliances,” and then 
mentioned the contrast between “the well filled 
shelves of the average pharmacy and the officer's 
chest of the R.A.V.C.,” as suggesting the question 
anent the former, “ Are all these things necessary? 
The answer is that a great many of them are not 
really necessary. Doubtless the use of a good 
variety of drugs has its advantages. It may be con- 
venient, it certainly adds to tie interest of practice, 
and it should also help to stimulate clinical observa- 
tion. Yet if we consider how large a proportion of 
the drugs usually found in our pharmacies can be 
used as substitutes for each other, and the variety 
of different uses to which some drugs can be put, it 
becomes certain that a comparatively few, if well- 
chosen, can be made to answer all practical pur- 


ses. 
Something like this might also be said of instru-. 


ments. Some men use a great variety, others very 
few; and many of the ablest surgeons come nearer 
the latter class than the former. Neither with 
drugs or instruments is a very large assortment 
really necessary ; a comparatively small one will be 
adequate, provided it has been selected wisely. 
Men with good practices and large establishments 
need not greatly concern themselves with this ques- 
tion ; many of the rank and file practitioners may 
find it worth some study. 


ON THE OCCURRENCE OF TYROGLYPHUS 
LONGIOR GERVAIS IN SKIN SCRAPINGS 
OF HORSES. 


A. W. Norn Pruuers, F.2.c.v.s., Liverpool. 


In a previous note' I have given a short account 
of the finding of Alewrobius farinae (de Geer) in skin 
scrapings of horses. I have also encountered T'yro- 
glyphus longior several times. In a great many cases 
the specimens are very badly damaged after having 
passed through the a used to detect mange 
mites, especially boiling in caustic potash solutions, 
Like the former mite, this species is rarely noticed 
in psoroptic positive scrapings, often in sarcoptic 
positive, and most often alone. The explanation is 
that the longer one searches the more likely is one 
to run across some form of an usually non-parasitic 
mite. Acarologists are beginning to doubt whether 
Gervais was right in separating 7’. siro from T’. lon- 
gior as a distinct species, as most of the distinguish- 
ing features seem to break down. For this reason 
there has been a great deal of confusion between the 
two species. The damaged specimen shown in Fig. 
I, was forwarded to Prof. R. Newstead, F.r.s., who 
kindly examined it and pronounced it to be 7. 
longior. 

Carpano? has already reported the presence of a 
Tyroglyphus in the crust and hairs of the skin of 
horses suspected of mange. Banks; places the pre- 
sent species in the natural order Acarina : super- 
family Sarcoptoidea : family Tyroglyphidae. 

This species is fully described in Michaels British 
1? es phidae, from which I have taken Figs. II and 
III. The present note is of interest in the micro- 
scopic diagnosis of mange. Apart from other 
features, the legs shown in Fig. II d and e are quite 
easily distinguished from Safcoptes and Psoroptes 
by the absence of pedicles and suckers on the termi- 
nal segments. Hypopial nymphs appear tobe fairly 
commonly met with on the horse’s skin, I have 
therefore added Fig. III which shows this stage of 
the species now under consideration. In any exten- 
sive series of skin examinations for mange mites, this 
species is likely to be encountered. 

1 On the occurence of Alewrobius farinae (de Geer) in 
skin scrapings of Horses. Veterinary Record, Vol. XXII, 
No. 1619, July 19th, 1919, p 22. 

2 Carpano, M. On a mite of the genus 7'yroglyphus, an 
accidental parasiteof the horse. Clinica Veterinaria, Milan, 
XLI., No. 7, 1918. 

3 Banks, N. The acarina or mites. Report 108, United 
States, Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, 1915. 
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LINSEED OIL—DEATH FROM DRENCHING. 
W. E. BuackweEL.t, M.R.0.v.8., Towcester. 


Subject. Heavy draught mare, in foal, due one 
month from the day I was called in. 

History. The mare had colicy pains, and was 
taken out of the team and brought home. The 
owner gave her one pint of linseed oil in a drench, 
nothing more, and sent for me. 

Symptoms. March 12th. On my arrival I found 
the mare breathing quickly, the respirations were 
sixty per minute. She had an anxious expression, 
but otherwise showed no sign of pain, and made no 
attempt to lie down. The temperature was 105°. 

Diagnosis. I could not understand the tempera- 
ture, and I told the owner so at the outset. 

Treatment. I asked him what he had given her, 
and also if the mare coughed whilst he was drench- 
ing her, and he replied “ yes, she did a bit, but 
nothing to hurt.” This was 6.30 p.m. I then gave 
her two stimulant balls, and stayed awhile. This 
treatment I continued daily to the end of the case. 

Progress. At9 p.m. the same night, the tempera- 
ture had fallen to 101:5°, but the breathing was 
unaltered. 

March 13th. Temperature still 105°; No alter- 
ation in the breathing; The mare had no colicy 
pains since I left; No appetite. 

March 14th. Eating fairly well; Breathing better; 
Looked less anxious, and brighter; Temperature 
as Bowels working well; Water passed nor- 
mally. 

March 15th. Noteating so well; Bowels acting 
satisfactorily; Urination alright; Temperature 104.5°; 

March 16th. Great change for the worse; Mare 
sweating ; Very anxious expression; Restless ; Pulse 
almost Ears clammy; Very foetid 
breath ; Blood stained discharge from nose, both 
sides ; Temperature 105°. 

I advised slaughter, 

Post-mortem, Sameday. One fourth of left lung 
green and gangrenous A yellowish putrid, fibrin- 
ous deposit on a and chest wall over diseased 
area, One gallon fluid, putrid, and with a very of- 
fensive odour, in the chest cavity. 

Remarks. (1) The fatal consequences of such 
a little quantity of linseed oil going “down the 
wrong way.” (2) The rapid change in the ldng. 
(3) The quick death. The mare would certainly 
have died within 12 hours if I had not ordered, or 
rather advised, slaughter. This I did, of course, to 
prevent unnecessary suffering. (4) As drenching 
with linseed oil is a very common thing to do in 
such cases, I thought it worth while to record the 
fact, that in this instance it had rapidly fatal con- 

uences. 

t occurred to me that in some of the cases of 
chest disease for which our attendance is required 
both in horses and cattle, it may be caused or aggra- 
vated by drenching with linseed oil in this way. I 
do not think a colic drink of liquid medicine would 
have caused death if given under similar circum- 
stances, and I was surprised to learn that a little 
linseed oil could do so much harm in so short a 
time. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Tae PreciPitATION TEST IN THE DIAGNOSIS OF 
RINDERPEST. 


F. Ruppert published an article upon this subject 
in the Deutsche Tierdrztliche Wochenschrift for 
1919. 

The diagnosis of rinderpest may be accomplished 
comparatively easily in Europe, but offers not in- 
considerable difficulties in regions where, as in Af- 
rica, it may be confused with other clinically similar 
affections. Malignant catarrhal fever, for example, 
has fever, liquid foetid diarrhoea, sero-purulent con- 
junctivitis, stomatitis, and diphtheroid membranes 
upon the gums and labial mucous membrane—all 
in common with rinderpest. But it is not only 
with malignant catarrhal fever that diagnostic con- 
fusions may occur. They may be caused by coast 
fever, and by a form of paralysis that prevails in 
Africa. In rinderpest there are not, as has errone- 
ously been thought, absolutely certain typical ap- 
pearances in the stomach and intestine. That may 
be correct for regions where rinderpest has not been 
seen for decades, but is not the case in countries 
where the animals bear in themselves a species of 
congenital or acquired immunity. In more than 
60% of the cases examined post-mortem by the 
author, the slight inflammatory conditions of the 
stomach and intestine had nothing characteristic of 
rinderpest. On the other hand, the hemorrhagic 
inflammation which accompanies coast fever is not 
distinguishable from that observed in grave cases of 
bovine rinderpest, and differential diagnosis is only 
possible by the microscope. 

In view of this state of things, various attempts 
have been made at the Institute at Mpapna to dis- 
cover some means of a the differential diagno- 
sis. The author believes that he has found such an 
aid in the precipitation test. 

He found specific precipitins in the serum of a 
serum -producing animal, into whose veins, with the 
aid of hyper-immunisation, some litres of blood 
from a bovine in the acute period of the disease had 
been introduced. He then performed the zonal re- 
action with this serum (diluted) and with a chloro. 
form extract of an organ of a bovine dead of rinder 
pest. Testing twenty-five of such rinderpest organs, 
proceeding from various sources, he obtained posi- 
tive results in all thecases. Negative results were 
obtained in all the tests made with normal sera and 
extracts, or with physiological solution. Tests made 
with organs of cattle affected with coast fever and 
with piroplasmosis also gave negative results. 

In positive cases, the zonal reaction appears 
rapidly, being complete after a minute. The pre- 
cipitation reaction therefore appears to be a specific 
diagnostic method worthy of consideration. 

A few experiments (insufficient for the purpose) 
were made with regard to deviation of the comple- 
ment. These did not give the expected results ; 
but all the researches were interrupted by the 
war.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 
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Tue THERAPEUTIC APPLICATIONS OF COPPER 
SULPHATE. 


De Serain has tested the efficacy of copper sul- 
phate in internal medication and in surgery, and 
published his results in La Presse Médicale for 
1918. Internally, copper sulphate may be used in 
pills or by endovenous injection. It appears to 
answer admirably in various coli-bacilloses and 
paracoli-bacilloses, rendering the feces inodorous, 
and sometimes showing itself superiorto the lactic fer- 
ments. Another certain indication of the drug is in 
conditions where septicemic symptoms or pyogenic 
complications are present (pyemia, streptococ- 
coemia). 

‘Inthe human subject, 14 grains of copper sul- 
phate daily are given internally. Endovenously, 
from 5 c.c, to 10 c.c. of a 1 in 2000 solution are 
given. 

For external application, copper sulphate may be 
used as a lotion (1 in 1000 tol in 2000), a powder 
(one part of copper sulphate to 50 of talc), or as an 
ointment in conjunction with zine oxide, vaseline, 
and lanolin.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 


VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT (1881) 
AMENDMENT. 


A BILL (as amended by Standing Committee B) 
To amend the Acts relating to the Practice of Veterinary 
Surgery and Medicine. 

Presented by Sir W. Watson Cheyne, supported by 
Mr. Acland, Mr. Cautley, Major Courthorpe, Mr. Fitzroy, 
Sir Beville Stanier, and Col. Morrough Wilson. _ 

Ordered, by the House of Commons, to be Printed, 
20 March, 1920. 

Whereas it is desirable to provide further funds for 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to enable it 
to conduct examinations, prosecutions, and inquiries, 
authorised by statute and generally to carry out such 
other objects or duties as may be considered beneficial 
to the veterinary profession and necessary for the pro- 
motion of the art and science of veterinary medicine and 
surgery : 

And whereas doubts have arisen whether persons 
registered as existing practitioners under section fifteen 
of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 are subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
as conferred on them by that Act in respect of persons 
on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons : 

And whereas it is desirable that persons registered as 
existing practitioners shall be entitled to style themselves 
veterinary surgeons : i 

And whereas the profession of veterinary surgeons is 
not protected from unqualified persons practising as 
such under the cover of registration under the Joint 
Stock Companies Acts : : 

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 


1. This Act shall be supplemental to and read with 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 (herein-after called 
the principal Act), and the Veterinary Surgeons Amend- 
ment Act, 1900, and may be cited as the Veterinar 
Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment Act, 1920, and shall 
come into operation on the first day of October one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty. 


2. (1) An annual fee of one guinea shall be ble 
on the first day of April in each year or on such other 
date as the council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons may from time to time determine, by every 
member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
save as excepted in sub-section (4) hereof, such fee to be 
_ to the registrar of the Royal College of Veterina 

urgeons on or before the thirtieth day ef April, or suc 
other day as the said council may from time to time 
determine, in each year. On receipt of such fee the 
registrar shall cause to be posted to the member paying 
the same a copy of the Register of Veterinary Surgeons 
free of all cost. 

(2) If the annual fee of any member shall not have 
been paid on or before the thirtieth day of April (or such 
other day as the said council may from time to time 
determine) in any year, the registrar shall send to such 
member by registered post at the address given in the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons for the time being, or to 
any other address of which written notice shall have 
been given by such member to the registrar, a notice 
requiring payment, and if such payment shall not be 
made within one month from posting such notice a final 
notice shall be sent to such member H registered post. 

(3) If any member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons shall not have paid such annual fee for the 
time being within one month from the posting of the 
final notice mentioned in the last preceding subsection, 
thereupon such unpaid fee shall become and be a debt 
due and poyable to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons at the then existing head office of the coll 
and if the member so making default be ordinaril 
resident or domiciled in England or Wales may be su 
for and recovered in the county court having jurisdiction 
over the district in which the said office may for the 
time being be situate, and if the member so makin 
default be ordinarily resident or domieiled in Scotlan 
such debt may be sued for and recovered in the sheriff 
court of the sheriffdom of the Lothians and Peebles at 
Edinburgh, and if the member so making default be 
ordinarily resident or domiciled in Ireland such debt 
may be sued for and recovered in the Civil Bill Court in 
Dublin: Provided always that the council shall have 
power to withhold such proceedings for the recovery of 
the said fee in cases in which in the opinion of the 
council the member is unable to pay. In any such pro- 
ceedings a certificate purporting to be under the hand of 
the secretary of the college setting forth that a member’s 
subscription is due and unpaid shall be prim facie 
evidence thereof and of a member’s default in payment. 

(4) This section shall not apply to members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who do not practise 
in the United Kingdom or to holders of the veterinary 
certificate of the Highland and Agricultural Society who 
have been or may hereafter be admitted as members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in conformity 
with clauses one and two of the supplemental eharter of 
1879 granted to the Royal College of Veterinary Eames, 
-or to existing practitioners as defined in section fifteen 
of the principal Act. 

(5) The council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons shall forthwith prepare and pass byelaws for 
the disposition of the money from time to time received 
in respect of the annual fee, and shall have power from 
time to time to add to, vary, and alter the same (such 
byelaws, additions, variations, and alterations to be made 
and carried out subject to the conditions prescribed in 
the charter of the college dated eighth March eighteen 
hundred and forty-four): Provided always, that such 
byelaws and | alterations thereto shall have no force 
or validity until the same shall have been submitted to, 
and approved by, the Privy Council. 

8. From and after the commencement of this Act all 


persons duly registered as existing practitioners, in 
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accordance with section fifteen of the principal Act, and 
whose names are on the register kept for that purpose, 
shall be entitled to style themselves veterinary surgeons, 
and shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in all + and in like 
manner as if they were members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and shall be liable in like manner 
to have their names removed from the register of exist- 
ing Gaon by the council of the said college, and 
shall in like manner be bound by any byelaws already 
made, and which may hereafter be duly made definin 

what amounts to conduct disgraceful in a nape vi 
— within the meaning of section six of the principal 

ct. 

4. Anything which would be an offence under the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act if committed by an individual 
shall be an offence if committed by a company registered 
under the Companies Acts. 


NATIONAL V.M.A.—IRISH BRANCH 


THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


A general meeting * of the Association was held ut the 
R.C.V.I. on August 26th, 1919. 

The following members and visitors were present :— 

Members: John Holland, B. P. J. Mahony, J. H. 
Norris, T. G. Browne, W. W. Malone, F. McShane, M. 
Dart J. O'Donoghue, Jas. Malone, A. J. Moffett, W. 
H. Wilkinson, E. V. Kelly, E. McSwiney, A. C. Duncan, 
D. Kehoe, J. J. Cosgrove, J. . B. Dunlop, J. 
J. O'Connor, L. M. Magee, J. 8S. McCann, F. J. Daly, 
Capt. P. D. Reavy, W. P. Cushnahan, O. D. Neavy, P. 
; A ee, J. F. Healy, E. C. Winter, James Doyle, W. 

. Doyle. 

Visttors : Major Murray Jones, Lt.-Col. A.S. Doherty, 
Major L, A. Mountjoy, M. Connolly, J. Herschman, P. 
C. Du Plessis, Chas. Rea, V. E. Stack, F. C. E. Glyer, 
Capt. H. R. D. Seddon, Thos. Hall, M. W. S. Sheppard 
S. W. de Villiers, John Hickey, T. H. Evans, Ed. James, 
Capt. E. H. Wyley, M. J. Glynn, E. Watson, Lt.-Col. J. 
Kendall, a.a.v.c., Major Worthington, a.a.v.c., Capt. H. 
M. Michberry, 4.A.v.c. 

The proceedings commenced with a series of surgical 
demonstrations, given on the plat of grass in the centre 
of the College quadrangle, as follows :— 

(1) Administration of chloroform in the standin 

ition to a yearling colt for castration, by Mr. L. M. 


The colt fell within a few minutes and lay motion- 
less during the operation, which was performed with the 
animal lying on the near side and the upper hind limb 
fixed forward to the shoulder. The instrument used 
was the Haussmann and Dunn emasculator. After the 
first testicle was removed the sponge was taken out of 
the muzzle, and within a few minutes after the removal 
of the second one the colt was on his feet. There was 
no hemorrhage. 

(2) Castration of a thoroughbred yearling colt in the 
standing position by Mr. 8. Bailie, Newtownards. 

The colt was backed into a corner and held by one 
man with a cavessan and twitch. The operation was 
very expeditiously done, the two testicles being released 
by a single incision on each side, and both cords being 
severed at once by including both in the écraseur, care 


* Owing to fAilure of the reporter to transcribe and return 
the shorthand notes of this meeting, the publications of its 
proceedings has been delayed, and they are now given in a 
summerised form. 


being taken to have the fibrous part of the cord next the 
shaft of the instrument to insure better crushing of the 
arteries. The animal offered no resistance during the 
procedure. 

(3) Castration of calves in the standing position, by 
Mr. L. M. Magee, by means of the Haussman and Dunn 
castrator. 

(4) Castration of a number of rams and calves by 
means of the Italian instrument, by Mr. L. M. Magee 
and Mr. P. J. Howard. 

They demonstrated the method of ensuring that the 
cord is caught between the jaws of the forceps, and does 
not le therefrom before being crushed. The method 
created a very favourable impression, on account of its 
safety and simplicity, especially for rams. 

(5) Castration of a eryptorchid through the flank, by 
Mr. L. M. Magee, the subject being an old pony with 
retention of the off testicle. The animal was cast on 
the near side, and chloroformed. The site of operation 
was clipped, and dressed with tinct. of iodipe and the 


| operator washed his hands and bathed them in an anti- 


septic liquid ; made a cutaneous incision at right angles 
to the long axis of the body at the level of the curl of the 
hair, about five inches long, with its lower commissure 
immediately above the fold of skin in front of the stifle, 
separated the muscle fibres and punctured the peritoneum 
with the fingers, inserted his hand and arm almost to the 
elbow into the peritoneal cavity, and after a short search 
— the testicle and removed it with the emascu- 
ator. 

The muscular wound closed spontaneously by the 
muscular fibres coming together, and was not sutured. 
The skin wound was closed by interrupted silk su- 
tures. 

Operation for Quittor by Professor J. J. O'Connor. 
The subject was a fine looking chestnut draft mare, lame 
from quittor on the inside of the off fore foot. The mare 
was cast on the off side and choroformed, and the affected 
limb was fixed on the upper hind just above the hock, 
with the foot projecting behind it, in a convenient posi- 
tion for operation. 

The usual classical operation was performed. The 
horn of the corresponding quarter and heel having been 
removed and a tourniquet having been applied below the 
knee, an incision was made between the laminz and the 
coronary band, the band and skin separated from the 
outer surface of the cartilage and the latter removed by 
the aid of the sage knives and the curette. 

The extreme antero-inferior extremity of the cartilage 
was found necrosed, showing the typical emerald green 
appearance. The wound was swab with tinct. of 
iodine, dressed with iodoform, and covered with a pad of 
gauze and cotton wool as a bandage. A leather boot 
with a solid wooden sole was put on. 

All the operations proved successful, uninterrupted 
healing took place and the desired effects were produced. 

At the conclusion of the demonstrations, Mr. J. B. 
Dunlop entertained the a to high tea in the 
Board Room of the College. His hospitality was greatly 
appreciated. After tea the meeting was continued in the 
large lecture theatre when routine business was dealt 
with and the postponed discussion on Mr. Daly’s paper 
on “Some clinical cases” read at the last meeting of the 
Association, was proceeded with and proved most in- 
teresting and instructive. A prolonged discussion also 
ensued in connection with the surgical demonstrations. 
Some specimens and instruments were exhibited viz.— 

(1) An Embryotony Saw, shown by Mr. J. F. Healy, 
in the form of twisted wire with a ring at either end, 
brought froin Belgium by Capt. M. O'Sullivan. M.C., 
R.A.V.C., and said to be exceedingly useful. 

(2) A curette for removing Meconium from the rec- 
tum of the foal shown by Mr. Me8winey, Cork. 
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(3) A Pregnant Uterus successfully removed from a 
toy-terrier. Sent by Mr. Patrick, Mullingar 

(4) A teratomatous testicle successfully removed by 
Prot. O’Connor from a two years old colt, which was also 
affected with a scrotal hernia on the side of the retained 
testicle. When recent, the abnormal testicle was the size 
of a child’s head, and was composed partly of a cyst con- 
taining fluid and partly of a number of well developed 
molar teeth. Owing to its large size great difficulty was 
experienced in extracting it from the abdomen, even after 
puncturing the cyst and allowing its contents to escape. 

All the speakers referred enthusiastically to the very 
interesting and instructive nature of the meeting, and 
expressed the hope that similar practical meetings would 
be held in future. The President Mr. L. M. Magee, was 
warmly congratulated on the success of his efforts to 
provide suitable subjects for the demonstrations. 

Votes of thanks to the essayist, the demonstrators, to 
Mr. Dunlop ana to the President terminated the proceed- 
ings, which lasted from 3 p.m, to 11 p,m. 


A general meeting was held on the 20th November, 
1919, in the Gresham Hotel, Dublin. There were present, 
Mr. Magee, President, in the chair, also Messrs. J. 
Healy, W. W. Malone, J. H. Norris, J. Holland, W. H. 
Wilkinson, P. F. Dolan, A. J. Moffett, J. Doyle, M. Bar- 
low, J. B. Dunlop, Capt. Reavy, and Professor T. G. 
Browne. 5 

Apologies for non-attendanae were received from 
Messrs. F’. Kerr J. S. McCann, J. W. Nolans. 

Capt. Reavy read letter from the North of Ireland 
V.M.A. outliniog Mr. Johnston’s sheme for the forming 
of a Veterinary Section of the proposed Ministry of 
Health Council in Ireland. Mr, Wilkinson proposed 
and Mr. Dolan seconded that this letter be circulated 
amongst the profession and a special general meeting be 
summoned to discuss the matter. 

As an amendment Mr. Norris proposed and Mr. Hol- 
land seconded that the matter be dealt with at this 
meeting. After some discussion the amendment was 
carried. After further discussion Mr. Wilkinson pro- 

sed and Capt. Reavy seconded that we should strong- 
iy cappuet Mr. Johnston in the action he had taken. 
This was passed unanimously. 


Report or Council. 


A meeting was held at the Royal Veterinary College 
on the 16th October, 1919. ae 

It was arranged to hold the next general meeting in 
the Gresham Hotel, on the evening of Thursday, No- 
vember 20th, at 7.30 p.m. Mr. Barlow to read a paper 
in connection with cattle practice. Reporter to be en- 


gaged if possible. 
r. McDonald of Slaney Quarter, Tullow, Co. Carlow, 
was proposed for membership by Mr. J. Holland, secon- 
ded by Prof. O’Connor and duly elected. 

Accounts for printing were passed for payment. 


It was announced that Mr. C. P. Neser, B.A., B.SC., 


gained the highest aggregate of marks in his professional 
_ examination of July 1920 entitling him to the medal 
granted by the V.M.A.I. Directions were given for the 
medal to be awarded. aa 

Mr. Bariow recited some cases he had met with in 
cattle practice. These included mastitis, eversion of the 
uterus. bracken poisoning, and foreign bodies in the 
throat. This led to a very interesting and animated 
discusston. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the Chairman and Mr. 
Barlow, and the meeting closed. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The Annual General Meeting of the V.M.A.I. was held 
in the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, on January 28th. The 
following members were present—Mr. L. M. Magee 


President, in the chair, Messrs. W. H. Wilkinson, J. J. 
Kelly, J. F. Daly, J. Doyle, J. H. Norris, Professors 
Craig, Kehoe, Browne, O’Connor and Capt. P. D. Reavy. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, con- 
firmed and signed. 

Correspondence. The Hon. Sec. read the following 
correspondence :- 

(1) A communication from the N. of I. V.M.A. em- 
bodying a scale of fees to be charged to all Insurance 
Co., for the examination of and reporting on horses and 
cattle as to their soundness or otherwise, viz — 


“Examination and Reporting on Horses and Cattle at 
Surgery—1 to 3 animals, 10/- each ; 4 to 10, 5/- each ; 
from 11 upwards, 2/6 each. 

Examination and Reporting on horses and Cattle at 
— own premises :—The above fees plus Visit 
ees, 

Post Mortem Examinations and Reports :—£1 1 0 
each animal plus Visit fee. It was also agreed that each 
member will increase his Visit fees by at least 50 per 
cent. above pre-war charges.” 

It was unanimously resolved that the Scale of Fees 
adopted by the N. of I.V.M.A. be supported. 

(2) A resolution passed at a recent meeting of the N. 


of LV.M.A. :- 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND EXAMINATION OF 
STALLION FEEs. 


“That in the reer ys of this Association, the fee of 
£3 3s. per on offered by the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland to the members of 
the Veterinary Profession, for the examination of Stal- 
lions under the new breeding scheme, is entirely inad- 
equate, in view of the loss of time involved and the great 
importance of the duties required. We consider that the 
lowest fee offered should be £5 5s. per day, and that all 
incidental expenses should be correspondingly increased.’ 


Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to the Rt. 
Hon. Hugh T. Barrie, M.P., Vice-President D.A.T.I. ; 
T. P. Gill, Esq., Secretary D.A.T.I. ; D.S. Prentice, Esq , 
Chief Veterinary Inspector DA... ; and the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

_ It was unanimously resolved to approve of the resolu- 
tion. 


3) A letter from Mr. Winter, Hon. Sec. Central 
V.M.A. ( Ireland ) :- 

My Dear O’Connor :—Will you please be good enough 
to bring before the members of the V.M.A. at a meeting 
on Wednesday the following resolutions unanimously 
passed at the General Meeting of the C.V.A. on the 
15th instant : " 

l “That a fee of five guineas a day be demanded by 
civil veterinary surgeons en in government or other 
such work, with travelling and other necessary expenses, 
where incurred, and that copies of this resolution be sent 
to the D.A.T.I., the War Office, the B.A.F. (England) and 
other bodies concerned.” 

2 “That this meeting is of opinion that the Tuber- 
culosis Act should be worked by veterinary surgeons on 
a fee basis for the work actually done instead of a fixed 
salary, as heretofore, as that salary in a great many cases 
was insufficient to pay travelling expenses now, and also 
as the proposed system would tend to greater efliciency 
in the working of the Act, which is valueless if not pro- 
perly worked. 

3 “That the fees charged to Insurance Companies be 
the same as to ordinary clients, some of the companies 
offering ridiculously low fees, on the plea that the busi- 
ness would not otherwise pay them. We are of opinion 
that this matter should be adjusted in the premiums and 
that the business should not be carried on at the expense 
of the profession.” 
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There was a long and animated discussion on those re- 
solutions, and I hope your members will give them their 
consideration. i 

A resolution was also passed calling on the authorities 
to mitigate in some measure the present restrictions on 
motoring, as the members find it hard to do their work, 
no motors plying for hire in the country. 

It was proposed that we ask the government to accept 
the proposition put forward by the medical men, and 
endorsed by Mr. H. G. Burgess,—“ That the placing of a 
mn a of the driver on the ordinary licence 

eemed sufficient.’ 

Hoping you will have a good meeting, and wishing you 


every success in the coming year.— Yours faithfully, 


E.C, Winter, Hon. Sec. C.V.A. (1) 
Limerick, Jan, 26th. 


With regard to para. 1, it was decided to adopt the re- 
solution mentioned therein with this alteration—the in- 
sertion of the word “occasionally” after the word 
“ engaged” thus :—“Veterinary Surgeons engaged occa- 
sionally in Government or other such work ” ; the reason 
for the alteration being that the original wording would 
include work of a permanent nature, and might therefore 
serve as a reason for refusing the concession required. 

Para. 2. It was resolved to call a meeting of the local 
Veterinary Inspectors who are members of the Associa- 
tion, for February 25th, to consider the increased scale 
of fees in connection with the working of the Tubercu- 
losis Order 

Para. 3. It was resolved that the scheme drawn up by 
the N. of I.V.M.A. be supported. 

Para. 4. It was decided that the Authorities be called 
upon to provide Veterinary Surgeons with facilities for 
the obtaining of petrol necessary in the practice of their 
profession. 

(4) A letter from Mr. Moffett, Galway, regretting 


' inability to attend the meeting, and enclosing subscrip- 


tion. 

Suggesting the revision of fees and expenses agreed 
to b othe VALAL. in connection with the working of 
the Tuberculosis Order (1914) on account of the increased 
= of living, etc. (The Hon. Sec. was instructed to 
reply). 

Report oF CounciL. 

A meeting of Council was held on Thursday, ,15th 
<n. inutes of previous Council were read, and 
signed. 

Letters were received as follows :— 

Sanitary Institute asking for a delegate to be sonee- 
ted to attend the meeting of Congress to be held in 
Birmingham from July 19th to 24th July 1920. 

North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association :— 

1. With reference to fees to be charged to Insurance 
Companies for examination and reporting on horses and 
cattle at the surgery, and at proposer’s own premises 
and for post-mortem examinations. 

2. Enclosing resolution re the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, examina- 
tion stallion fees. 

3. Enclosing resolution re the employment of unquali- 
fied assistants. 


It was decided that these communications be referred 
to the annual general meeting. 

It was — to hold the annual general meeting at 
the Gresham Hotel on Wednesday 28th inst. to be fol- 
lowed by adinner. Meeting to commence at 6.30 p.m. 
The Dinner Committee to consist of Prof.{O’Connor and 
Mr. W. H. Wilkinson. | 

The following were nominated to serve on the Council 
in 1920 and 1921, election to take place fat the meet- 


ing. 


President : Mr. Wilkinson peers. 

Vice-Presidents: Messrs. J. B. Dunlop, W. P. Cushna- 
han and Prof. Craig. 

Hon. Secretary : Prof. O’Connor, unopposed. 

Hon. Treasurer: Prof. T. G. Browne, unopposed. 

Members of Council : Messrs. D. 8. Prentice, J. 8. 
McCann, W. W. Malone, F. J. Daly, J. J. Cosgrove, M. 
Barlow, WT. M. Browne and Prof. Kehoe. 

Arising out of the report it was agreed that if Mr. 
Watson go as delegate to the Congress of the Sanitary 


be | Institute on behalf of the Corporation of Dublin he 


should be asked to also represent the V.M.A.I. there- 


at. 

A Committee pene a of Messrs. Magee, Reavy, 
Wilkinson, Norris and the Hon. Sec. was appointed to 
make arrangements for a dinner to be held after Eas- 
ter. 

Capt. S. Hunter, Capt. J. A. McMenamin and Mr. 
E. W. Little were elected members of the Association 
having been ran. and seconded by Mr. J. H. Norris 
and Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 


ELECTION oF OFFICERS. 


The result was as follows :— 

President : Mr. W. H. Wilkinson. 

Vice Presidents : Prof. J. F. Craig and J. B. Dunlop. 

Hon. Treas. : Prot. L. G. Browne. 

Hon. Sec. : Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 

Members of Council: W. W. Malone, F. J. Daly, J.J. 
Cosgrove, M. Barlow, Prof. D. Kehoe. 

At the conclusion of the proceedings Mr. Magee vaca- 
ted the chair in favour of Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, the in- 
eons President, who delivered his inaugural address as 

ollows :— 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By W. H. WILKINSON, M.R.C.Vv.8., Dublin. 


The first duty devolving upon me as your new Presi- 
dent, is to offer you my most sincere thanks for the hon- 
our you have conferred upon me this evening. Some 
25 years ago I came to Ireland a complete stranger, and 
for five or six years, whilst acting as assistant to my 
late friend Mr. Lambert, I was not a member of the 
V.M.A.[. probably because I was never approached 
agg the subject, but when I launched out upon my own, 

r. Watson invited me to join, and from that day to the 
present, I have been a consistent, though I must admit 
a very silent attendant, at our meetings and debates. 
We cannot all be orators, gentlemen, and as it fell to my 
lot to be born on the other side of the channel, I missed 
the gift of eloquence, which is so universal among my 
fellow members. 

Since I joined your membership, some very ardent sup- 
porters whom we could ill afford to lose have crossed the 
great divide, but I am very pleased to say that there are 
still some of the older members remaining with us, the 
best of fellows, most enthusiatic, and ever ready to impart 
their life experiences to the younger members who join 

and in my opinion both young and old can learn some- 
thing from a mutual and friendly exchange of views. 
Even hostile criticism, if made in good faith and ina 
friendly spirit, is helpful, and causes discussions which 
might not otherwise ensue. Personally I have never re- 
gretted becoming a member, because in my opinion asso- 
ciation with one’s fellow practitioners stimulates one’s 
sense of honour, broadens our minds, tends to disperse the 
secrecy and mystery—which as arule is the principal 
stock-in-trade of the quack—makes us more tolerant of, 
and less likely to stoop to mean and petty actions towards 
each other. 

It has always been a source of regret to me that so 
many practitioners are indifferent to the claims of this 
and similar associations. It is not sufficient to pay one’s 
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subscription and remain away (though subscriptions are 
very necessary to carry on the association, and I by no 
means wish to suggest, that we do not require members 
who pay their subscriptions on/y). Circumstances alter 
cases—some members are situated at such a distance 
from Dublin that we can a expect them to attend 
often ; still we have members, well-known to you all, who 
practise a very long way from here, carry on extensive 
practices, yet find time to attend most regularly —at great 
expense to themselves. I say all honour to them, and 
more shame to the members living in our midst who do 
not help us in any way, but are always ready to criticise 
us from the obscurity of a safe retreat, and to partake of 
any benefits which the association is able to obtain for 
its members. 

We are living in a democratic age, and no one knows 
- the value of combination better than people who like 

myself ry we skiJled workers, and have had to bow 
(more or less pene? to the demands of labour 
backed up by the power of a skilfully devised and well 
trained trades union, the methods of which we as a pro- 
fession would do well to emulate. 

At no time in the history of the profession has our 
. motto— Vis unita fortior” been more og er than 

at the present moment. We have recently had exper- 
ience of this in the appointment to a seat on the advisory 
council of Public Health of Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, of 
Belfast, backed up by the members. of that virile body, 
the North of Ireland V.M.A., and by the efforts, carried 
out with very great energy and at very considerable in- 
convenience, by Professor O’Connor and Captain Reavy. 
Without wishing to detract in the slightest degree from 
Mr. Johnston’s success in this matter—he was a fellow 
student, and I am personally aware that he can command 
very great influence, and has energy —— to employ 
it—stil), I think he would be one of the first to admit, 
that to tackle such a job “on his own” without being in 
a position to show that he was supported by the mem- 
bers of his profession, would have been simply a case of 
“baying at the moon” and allowing others (there were 
plenty of applicants) to acquire the distinction which he 
so deservedly won. 

To the young men I offer a special invitation to join us. 
Some will hold back from a sense of shyness ; let me as- 
sure them they will be made heartily welcome, and even 
if they do merely attend and try to look intelligent, (as 
I am sorry to say, I have tofplead guilty to) they will still 
be very welcome—their silence will scarcely be noticed 
and never rudely criticised (except possibly by some well 
meaning though perhaps candid friend) as they will al- 
ways find plenty of other members only too willing as a 
rule to break the silence “for better or for worse.” 

I put myself forward as a living example of the suc- 
cess which is within the reach of one who can only claim 
to be a good listener. I have now occupied all the pos- 
itions attainable in the association, except that of trea- 
surer. I merely mention these to encourage the more 
retiring members to come forward and join up, as all 
position are within their reach; but I warn everyone 
that when it is assumed by the Council that one’s time 
is up for taking the Presidential chair you will simply be 
—_ what are your initials, and no arguments are al- 
owed. 

There is another function that associations of this kind 
can promote for its members, and a very important 
matter to my mind—improving the financial side of the 
Veterinarian’sexistence. I see agreat deal is being done 
in the matter by our confréres in England, and judging 
by the improved and adopted scale of fees as revealed in 
the columns of the Veterinary press—they were sorely 
needed, and still show very great discrepancies. 

I consider the proposed scale of increases are not at all 
commensurate with the enormous increase in expendi- 
ture one has to incur to carry on one’s profession, and 


that in some districts the fees charged are absurdly low. 
One often, from a humanitarian point, has toassist poor 
people, knowing there will be no financial return for the 
services rendered ; but in my opinion the public are very 
much inclined to judge us by the estimate we ge upon 
our services, and there is less reason at the present 
moment than ever there was to allow our clients off too 
cheaply—in the majority of cases, such sacrifices are not 

ell, gentlemen, I me not prove much of an acquisi- 
tion to your Presidential chair, and I certainly plead 
guilty to having been almost entirely a looker on at our 
meetings ; but I yield to no one in my sense of loyalty to 
the association and its members, and acknowledge freely 
and with gratitude the unvarying courtesy and kindness 
extended to mt on every possible occasion, and have no 
doubt that if the countries which we represent could be 
brought into closer contact with each other, mistrust 
and misunderstanding would disappear, and be replaced 


by the same kindly sentiments which have invariably » 


been extended to me, and are just as freely and warmly 
reciprocated. 

I accept the position of President, not from any sense 
of fitness to occupy the position, but simply as a duty 
devolving upon me, and if the same consideration and 
assistance is continued towards me as has been so gen- 
erously extended in the past, I hope to be able to hand 
over to my successor the position you have done me the 
honour of placing mein, as unsullied as it has been 
ag to me by my predecessor and very good friend 
Mr. Magee. 

Regnesing the future of the profession ; notwithstand- 
ing the large influx of students to our colleges, owing in 
a large degrees to the state-aid very properly rendered 
to them in return for their unselfish services so freely 
given in the country’s hour of need, I am decidedly of 
opinion that there will always be room for the man who 
acts uprightly and minds his business, and though for the 
unwary, the pitfallsare many designed by both man 
and nature, if one “plays the game” to his conscience 
and his fellow practitioners he will at least be sure of a 
decent living, though millionaires in the profession are 
far to seek—there is not the same scope for exploiting 
the brains of others that there is in a commercial career. 


The President was warmly applauded at the conclusion 
of his address. 

A vote of thanks to the outgoing President and Offi- 
cers concluded the meeting. 


J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Sec. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES DIVISION. 


The annual meeting of the Midland Counties Veteri- 
nary Medical Association was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday February 27th. The chair was 
taken by the President, Mr. John Malcolm, Birmingham, 
and the other members present were Messrs. W. H. 
Brooke, F. L. Gooch, B. de Vine, T. Slipper, H. 8. Rey- 
nolds, R. Over, L. C. Tipper, H. L. Pemberton, W. Trig- 
ger, T. Chambers, P. M. Evershed, J. Cormack, W. J. 
Dale, H. W. Dawes, J. Young, H. Yeomans, F. Cham- 
bers, J. Martin, J. W. Conchie, R. L. Green, W. J. 
White, J. Whyte, H. Tudor Hughes, R. Murray, H. B. 
Hiles, and H. J. Dawes, Hon. Sec. The visitors inclu- 
ded Mr. J. McKenna, President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, Prof. Wooldridge, Prof. Gofton. 
Dr. 8. J. Billington, Wolverhampton ; Mr. G. P. Male, 
Reading ; Mr. P. T. Lindsey, Tamworth ; Mr. J. Mal- 
colm Armfield, Sheffield ; and Mr. J. Robertson, Stour- 
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Apologies for unavoidable absence were announced 
from Sir John M‘Fadyean, Sir Gilbert Barling, Prof. 
Hobday, Prof: Charnock Bradley, Messrs. 8. J. Marriot 
R. Palmer, T. Hobson, T. Thompson, R. Clunas, Noe 
Pillers, D. R. Hoddinott, W. Tart, H. Turner, R. Cock- 

urn, F. B. O. Taylor, Trevor Spencer, E. Hall, J. J. 
Burchnall, E. Ringer, R. McGregor, F. C. Woolston, M. 
Sadler, C. Hunting, F. T. Prince, T. H. L. Duckworth, 
T. Ludlow, W. Gascoyne, R. L. Phillips, F. Stewart, D. 
Forwell, L. W. Heelis, W. E. Ison, J. W. Brittlebank, E. 
Franklin, B. Secker, H. Thornton, C. F. Parsons, W. 
Forsyth, A. W. Findlay, B. Crofts, W. T. Olver, E, 
O’Neill, A. Over, Jackson Young and others. 

The circular convening the meeting was read, and the 
a of the previous meeting were read and con- 

rmed. 

Nominations. |The Hon. Sec. nominated Mr. Jas. 
Robertson of Stourbridge as a member of the Association, 
also nominated Mr. P. T, Lindsey of Tamworth. 

Mr. Martin nominated his son, Mr. T. D. M. Martin of 
Wellington. 

Elections. The following gentlemen, duly nominated 
at the previous meeting, were now unanimously elected 
members of the Association :—Messrs. E. R. Hoddinott, 
of Evesham ; W. J. Dale, of Coventry; W. F. Aston of 
Ludlow ; H. Tudor Hughes of Oswestry and M. Sadler 
of Burton-on-Trent. 

Correspondence. The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the 
Royal Sanitary Institute inviting the Association to send 
delegates as usual to the forthcoming Congress to be 
held at Birmingham from July 19th to 24th. 

The President said the Birmingham Corporation and 
the corporations of neighbouring towns were doing corte 
thing in their power to make the Congress a success. It 
was felt by a few of them that the veterinary profession 
was not as cage re | identified with the Institute as 
it ought to be, and he appealed to the meeting to remedy 
that. Sir Stewart Stockman was presiding >ver the 
ene Section and he deserved to be well suppor- 


Several gentlemen present undertook to become pri- 
vate members of the Institute. 

It was resolved to appoint Mr. W. H. Brooke and Mr. 
W. E. Ison delegates from the Association. 


Irish RESOLUTIONS. 


The Hon. Sec. read a communication from the Central 
Veterinary Association ( Ireland ) inviting opinion on 
certain resolutions which they have passed on the sub- 
jects of fees for veterinary inspectors under the T'uber- 
culosis Act, and also fees for examining animals for In- 
surance Companies. 

In this latter connection a letter from Secretary of the 
National V.M.A. was read. 

The mecting decided to discuss this in camera, the 
ultimate decision being that the National Association 
should move in the matter on behalf of the profession. 

The following answers were given to two questions 
specifically put by the Secretary of the National :— 

Are you satisfied with the scale of fees at present 
prevailing !—No. 

Is the present form of report by veterinary surgeons 
undertaking the examination of animals for Insurance 
Companies satisfactory !—No. 

Is it advisable for veterinary surgeons to act as In- 
surance agents for Live Stock Insurance Companies for 
whom they also act as inspectors or examiners !—There 
can be no objection to this. 

a to Council N.V.A. Two vacancies on 

elegation from this Association to the National 
caused by the deaths of Mr. J. A. Gold and Mr. W. S. 
Carless were now filled by the appointment of Mr. Bren- 
nan De Vine and°Mr. R. Over. The other representa- 
tives, Messrs. J. Malcolm, H. J. Dawes, W. H. Brooke 
and Hughes, were re-appointed. 


Council’s Report. The report of the Council, which 
met immediately prior to the general meeting, was 
adopted. Besides making recommendations as to the 
election of officers, it was suggested that the next place 
of meeting be Bristol or Rugby, the subject for discussion 
to be Clinical Cases introduced by members. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President. The President remarked that during the 
war it had been deemed advisable to retain the existing 
officers, and thus no change had been made for over five 
years. It was now ee to revert to the old custom 
of electing a fresh President every year, which he be- 
lieved was a good thing for the Association. He had 
therefore great pleasure in proposing that Mr. Reginald 
Over be elected President. Mr. Over, besides being an 
old member who attended the meetings very regularly, 
was their senior Vice-President, and he would have suc- 
ceeded to the chair long ago but for the arrangements 
referred to. 

Mr. Green, as a personal friend of Mr. Over, claimed the 
privilege of seconding the motion, which was carried by 
acclamation. 

Mr. Over, in acknowleding the compliment, said he 
should rely on the support not only of the retiring Pre- 
sident and their very able Secretary, but also of the 
general body of members. 

Vice-Presidents. Mr. H. S, ReyNoups was elected 
senior Vice-President, Mr. B. DeVine to be junior, and 
Mr. Malcolm, as the retiring President, ex-officio. 

Hon. Treasurer. Mr. W. H. Brooke was re-elected 
and Messrs. I’. L. Gooch and R. C. Trigger, auditors. 

Council. The following were elected—Messrs. Cor- 
mack, Martin, Woodward, Pemberton, Heelis, Grasby, 
Ison, Slipper and the officers of the association. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Ovtrsaid he would like to move 
the re-election of Mr. H. J. Dawes. He did not know 
what they would do without Mr. Dawes, who had been 
Secretary for so many years and who managed their af- 
fairs in such a thorough and business-like manner. 

The PRESIDENT, in seconding, said he was able perha 
more than anyone else to appreciate the worth of Mr. 
Dawes. No man had done more for the Association, 
and it would be a bad day for them when Mr. Dawes 
relinquished office. The motion wasunanimously carried. 

Mr. Dawes returned thanks for the honour. We said 
it was a pleasure to be officially associated with the 
work to-day because he felt that they were moving for- 
wards. The Association now had more members than 
at any previous period of its history, and he hoped the 
time was not far distant when the Midland Association 
was the strongest in the country. 

Votes of Thanks. Mr. T. CHAMBERS moved a vote of 
thanks to the officers for their past services. He referred 
tq the trying time through which the Association had 
passed during the war, and said it was a tribute to the 
zeal and loyalty of their officers that they held sucha 
strong position to-day. He made special mention of the 
— rendered by the retiring President and the Hon. 

retary. 

Mr. CorMAck seconded the motion which was carried. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said it was 39 years since he 
joined the Association and he had derived infinite plea- 
sure out of his long membership. Not only had it 
brought him into close contact with other members of 
the profession, but he had benefited by the many dis- 
cussions that had taken place. 

The Hon. Secretary, who also responded, mentioned 
that he had held the office of secretary for 29 years and 
he enjoyed the work very much. 

Treasurer’s Statement. The Hon. Treasurer presented 
his annual statement. This showed that the past year 
opened with a balance in hand of £77 0 11. Teakess 
subscriptions amounted to £40 14 6 and interest on War 
Stock to £5. The items on the expenditure side were : 
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annual subs. to Victoria Veteri Benevolent Fund 
£5 5 0; affiliation fee to National Veterinary Associa- 
tion £2 19 0; donation to Anglo-Franco-Belgian Relief 
Fund £10 ; delegates’ fees to Royal Sanitary Institute 
Congress, £2 2 0; delegates’ expenses to same £8 8 0; 
railway fares to readers of papers at quarterly meetings 
£6 ; Hon. Secretary’s expenses £34 9 6 ; Treasurer’s ex- 
penses 18/6 ; cheque book 2/- ; leaving a balance in hand 
of £52 6 5. 

On the motion of Mr. Gooch, who testified that the 
accounts were in perfect order, seconded by the President, 
the balance sheet was adopted. 


THE ASTOR REPORT AND PROSPECTIVE 
LEGISLATION IN RELATION TO THE MILK 
SUPPLY. 

By A. Gorton, F.R.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 


In its final report, published last December, the Astor 
Committee sets forth the conclusions reached on the 
future of the milk supply, both immediate and more re- 
mote. These conclusions and the consequent recom- 
mendations have been much discussed in various quar- 
ters, but in our journals and the proceedings of the 
veterinary societies reference to the findings of the 
Committee has been absent, or at best conspicuously 
meagre. This is a matter for some surprise, since the 
report definitely intimates the decision of the Govern- 
ment to make important amendments in the Milk and 
Dairies Acts, and recommendations are also made which, 
assuming the decision of the Government takes concrete 
form, would probably materialise at an early date in the 
shape of departmental action complementary to the 
legislative amendments. It would appear, therefore, to 
be both appropriate and useful to devote some consider- 
ation to the proposed amendments and to the recommen- 
dations, in order that a clearer yer prs may be formed 
of some of the problems which will arise, and also in 
order that our position in relation to them may be better 
assessed. I have chosen the subject, which appears to 
me most closely related to veterinary work and interests, 
but it is too —_ to be dealt with fully in one paper. I 
am obliged on the grounds of time, if for no other reason, 
to confine my remarks to certain aspects of it. 

The Committee expresses its welcome of the decision 
of the Government to amend the Milk and Dairies Acts 
in order that power may be taken “to grade and to de- 
fine milk according to the way in which it has been pro- 
duced and treated.” Paragraph 86 of the report is quoted 
since it indicates the lines along which, in the the opini- 
on of the Committee, a system of grading of milk should 

eed :—“ The two most useful and practicable meth- 
ods of grading milk are as follows :— 

1. Supervision through inspectors of the methods of 
production and handling. y 

2. Examination of the milk as sold in relation to 
specified chemical and bacteriological standards (chemi- 
cal standards usually require not less than certain defi- 
nite pomnieaee of milk fat and solids not fat, and the 
bacteriological standard requires that samples shall con- 
tain not more than a specified number of baeteria per 


c.c.). 

the first of these demands a large staff of qualified 
inspectors, since conditions are imposed both as regards 
the health and housing of the cows, and the care and 
cleanliness shown over every detail of milk production 
and distribution. The second demands skilled technical 
workers for both methods of examination. A combina- 
of both of the above methods would appear to be neces- 
sary, in order that the nutritive quality of the milk may 
be guaranteed, and that it may be cleanly produced and 
kept free from contamination until it reaches the con- 


sumer.” 


One might add to this that the measures of success 
achieved would depend in no small degree on close co- 
operation between the inspectors and the technical 
workers, and on a clear understanding by each of the 
work done by the other, and of the difficulties encoun- 
tered in its performance. 

The introduction and general application of a system 
of ing on the above lines would be a much larger 
undertaking than may appear on first consideration, and 
its administration would certainly entail very consider- 
able expenditure. It would necessitate the establish- 
ment and equipment of new laboratories and the exten- 
sion of those already in existence, tagether with a lar 
increase of personne/ both for indoor and outdoor work. 
In order to overtake and, at the same time, to confine 
expenditure within as reasonable limits as would be 
compatible with an approach to efficiency, it would seem 
desirable to eliminate wherever possible the duplication 
of establishments designed to carry out the same func- 


tions, and the overlapping of the duties of those on , 


whom responsibility for the outdoor work would fall. 
The grouping of local authorities and the concentration 
of work in fixed centres for definite areas would help to 
restrict cost but would not solve the question of its fair 
and equitable distribution. 

Only a fraction of the milk consumed in towns and 
cities is produced within their borders, and conversely 
only a fraction of the dairy produce raised in the counties 
is consumed by the rural population. Matters are not 
simplified by the long distances over which milk is des- 
patched before it reaches the consumer. London, for 
example, draws milk from counties as far removed as 
Cornwall and Cumberland. The counties cannot reason- 
ably be expected to bear the cost of a procedure, the 
benefits of which would be reaped almost wholly by the 
towns. The invasion of the territory of one local auth- 
ority by the officials of another would not contribute to 
smoothness and efficiency of working, nor to the limit- 
ation of costs. It is obvious, therefore, that unless the 
towns could secure the co-operation of the counties, any 
efforts which the former might make would be materially 
hindered if not rendered futile. Co-ordination of effort 
and mutual confidence between the city and county 
authorities, combined with a just and fair apportionment 
of cost, would thus appear to be essential preliminaries. 

Opinions have differed as to whether a system of 
grading should be based on a combination of the chemical 
and bacteriological standards or solely on the latter. 
The only sound procedure would seem to be a combin- 
ation of the two standards. Grading according to quality 
is definitely associated with a grading of prices, the better 
grades would demand, and rightly demand, a better 
The influence of grading for would be 

ependent in no small degree on the right conferred on 
the producer to demand a higher price, for without the 
higher price, the main incentive to the production of the 
better quality would be wanting. To the consumer the 
official grading of milk in one of the higher categories 
would carry an implied guarantee of oe sean both 
hygienic and nutritive, and the demand for the higher 
grades by the public would be wholly dependent on the 
assurance of superiority in both respects. The market 
value of milk is its food value, and it is not possible to 
conceive of an eA sony whereby the right could be 
conferred on the producer to demand a higher price from 
the consumer for an article of food whose nutrient 
qualities were not of a rae standard, but might con- 
ceivably be lower than the normal, merely because it 
consistently contained a relatively small number of bac- 


teria. 

Grading on a hygienic basis only would defeat its own 
urpose. The public demand would fall as soon as the 
act was appreciated that the higher grade and the higher 

price carried with them no assurance either of equality 
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or superiority in the food value of milk, which after all 
is its essential property. 

This question of double grading is referred to because 
the great nares of the lay public labour under the 
belief that all bacteria are disease-producing, or at least 
potential sources of danger to the human race. The 
admitted need for improvement in the hygienic quality 
of milk is being strongly impressed on the public, whilst 
relatively little attention is being directed to food values. 
There is thus a risk, which is not negligible, that the 
importance of the lattes may be obscured by undue 
prominence given to the former. 

No system of grading which might be devised could 
become operative immediateiy after its introduction. A 
lapse of time would be essential during which the infor- 
mation necessary to permit of the grouping of milk into 
the different categories could be accumulated. A single 
test is not a fair criterion of the average quality of milk 
derived from any source, and would neither justify in- 
clusion in a particular onary nor exclusion from it. 
A fair and just estimate could only be formed by a series 
of tests spread over a period of time. Nor can any sys- 
tem of grading guarantee that a particular milk will 
conform to the standard of the higher grades at all times. 
Check tests repeated at relatively short intervals, und 
especially applicable to the better qualities, would pro- 
vide the only means by which a degree of assurance 
could be obtained that the requisite standard was being 
maintained. An adverse result would entail daily or at 
least frequent repetition of the tests combined with en- 
quiry along the track of the milk from consumer to 
producer in order to ascertain and if possible to remove 
the causes on which it depends. Failure to re-attain the 
standard within a specified and necessarily short time 
must entail exclusion from the grade to which the parti- 
cular supply had been assigned. 

Many factors, some of which are beyond the control of 
the producer, exercise an influence on the chemical com- 

sition of milk and give rise to variations in fat content. 

his has been urged as a reason for excluding chemical 
composition from the principle of grading. It should be 
urged rather as a reason for closer investigation of the 
causes which lead to the variations, and of the means by 
which they can be avoided. In some of the Colonies a 
chemical standard is demanded of all milk which is 
higher than the presumptive British standard of 3% fat 
und 8’5 solids not fat. The following figures extracted 
from the Astor report show some of the standards laid 


down :- 
Fat. Solidsnot fat. Total solids. 
Canada 3°25 8°b 11°75 
Victoria 3°5 8'5 12 
Tasmania 35 8°5 12 
W. Australia 8°5 11°7 , 
N. Zealand 3°25 8'5 11°75 


The American Association of Medical Milk Commis- 
sions lays down a 4% fat standard for certified milk 
with a permissible range of 3°5 to 4°5 ; the fat standard 
to be determined at least once each month. 

The contention that a 3% fat standard cannot be con- 
sistently maintained in the mixed milk from a herd will 
not bear serious investigation. That it is not possible 
under conditions of indiscriminate breeding, or in the 
absence of judgment in the selection of the stock to be 
retained 1n the dairy herd, is admitted, especially if asso- 
ciated with errors of management, but the force of this 
admission lies in its demonstration of the need for care- 
ful selection of the stock used for breeding and reten- 
tion, in order that a definite and measurable grading in 
an upward direction shall be effected in respect both of 
quality and quantity of milk yield. This principle of 
grading up is one of the fundamental objects of any sys- 
tem of grading. The Milk Record Societies have per- 


formed a most valuable function in demonstrating what 
may be done in this respect, especially in Scotland. In 
England the records appear to be concerned with yield 
alone, without respect to quality. In Scotland the 
butter fat content of the milk from the individual and 
from the herd is the subject of observation, in addition 


to the yield. 
be concluded.) 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 


Cartwright, C. W. £1 
Carside, W. F. 
Golding and Andrew 
Kay Lees, Col. 
Matthews, G. T. 
Paton, J. 

Pettifer, 8. H. 
Phillips, R. L. 
Stableforth, W. P. 
Walker, J. 8. 
Young, J. C. 


£26 0 0 
Previously reported 468 13 0 


£494 13 0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V\S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 1s., except where otherwise indicated. 


Driver, H.C., London, n.w. £1 
Pettifer, S. H., Malmesbury 1.2 
Storrar, J., Chester 110 
Walker, J.8., Kendal 
Amount March 31st. £714 12 5 

£718 16 5 


April 7. 
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INSURANCE COMPANIES FEES. 
To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 


Dear Sir,—The enclosed correspondence you may con- 
sider worth publishing in Record. It was sent to me in 
mistake together with a postal order for 5/-, the princely 
fee—which I have returned. It goes to show that some 
members of the profession have not sufficient grit to 
make a stand and refuse work from Insurance Compan- 
ies. 

Another instance of Insurance Companies’ generosity, 
and how they get the work done may be worth recording. 

I was consulted by the agent of Insurance Co. who 
handed me a form re the examination of a particular 
animal. In the corner of the form was stated the fee 
allowed for such examination, namely, 6/- I pointed out 
that it was insufficient to offer any professional man such 
a fee, considering the work required to be done. This 
he admitted, stating that he was not the responsible 


party. 

We rted, and it was not long after till I was in- 
formed that he had not far to go to find a V.S to dothe 
job. Comment is superfluous.—Yours faithfully, 


J. Fox 
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Army, Navy AND GENERAL ASSURANCE 
AssocraTIOn, LIMITED. 


217 Piccadilly, London, W. 1. 


Capt. J. Fox, m.R.c.v.s., Navan. 

Dear Sir,—We herewith have pleasure in enclosing 
postal order 5/- in payment of your fee on Mr. H. Garry’s 
mare. 

Your kind acknowledgment will oblige.—Yours faith- 
fully, ete. 


Feb. 27th, 1920. 


A REMEDY FOR CANKER, 


Dear Sir,—In your issue of December 20th, 1919, 

281, I find that “Country Vet.” recommends Tr. benzoin 
me: in canker of the ear of the dog. I believe that I can 
at it. 

If you will send me “Country Vet's.” address or he 
will send it to me I will send him a liberal sample of a 
colloid silver salt. I think it is a specific, it causes no 
pain or irritation either on application or afterwards.— 
Very truly yours, 
Woodbury, New Jersey. 


Tuos. B. Roaers. 


WAR HONOURS. 


The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol- 
lowing promotions in, and appointments to, the Civil 
Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire for services in connexion with the war, to be 
dated January 1, 1920 :— 


THe Most OF THE Britisn 
(OFrFICERS—O.B.E. ) 
* * * * * 
Hill, Robert, Esq., Civil Veterinary Surgeon, Redhill 
Remount Dépot. 
Newman, William, Esq., Civil Veterinary Practitioner 
in the Southern Command. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Reeutar Forors, Royat Army VeTertnary Corps 
War Orrick, WHITREHALL, Mar. 30. 


Capt. W. H. Walker, p.s.0., relinquishes temp. rank of 
aj. (Jan. 18). 


TERRITORIAL Force Reserve. Mar. 31. 


Maj. D. M. Storrar, ¥.R.c.v.s., T.p., having attaiaed the 
limit is retd. (April 1), and retains raak of Maj. 
with permission to wear prescribed uniform. 


Tue New R.A.V.C. 


The raising of the Army Veterinary Corps to the 
status of a Royal Corps has necessitated a new badge to 
take the place of the A.V.C. monogram. 

The crest is a Centaur and represents Chiron, in the 
Greek mythology the son of Cronus and the ocean 
nymph Philyra. Chiron is stated to have been taught 
by Apollo and Artemis: and to have become the in- 
structor of Achilles and the master of Asclepius, to whom 
he taught the art of healing. He is represented as be- 
ing a wise, just, temperate being, the noblest specimen 
of the combination of the human and animal form. In 
addition to his knowledge of the healing art, he is also 
stated to have been an expert in hunting, music, gym- 
nastics, and the art of p.ophesy. Chiron met his end 
soeitostnits by a poisoned arrow shot by his friend 
Hercules when pursuing the savage Centaurs. He suf- 
fered such agony from the wound that he renounced 


his immortality in favour of Prometheus, and was placed 
by Zeus among the stars as the constellation Sagittar- 
ius. 

The figure of Chiron has always »een associated with 
the Arms of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and its selection as the badge of the Royal Corps 1s par- 
ticularly happy. We congratulate all those who are 
privileged to wear it, and trust that it will stimulate 
them to add lustre to a Corps which gained in the 
great war the enviable position of being the élite of the 
Military Veterinary Services of the world, and the 
greatest benefactor military animals have ever known. 


V.S. for West Mainland of Orkney 


Charing Cross Hall, on Monday 22nd inst. A large 
gathering of the students of the College and their ised, 
and many students from ether Glasgew educational in- 
stitutions were present and spent a very enjoyable and 
successful evening. Amongst those present were Princi- 
land Mrs. Gaiger, Professor and Mrs. Imrie, Prof. 
uncanson, Prof. J. R. McCall, and Prof. J. Lindsay. 


Personal. 


Gay—Brssey.—On Thursday, March 11th, a quiet wed- 
ding took place at St. James Church Winnipeg. the 
Rev. W. H. Nicholson officiating, when Mary A. Bibbey, 
eldest daughter of Mr. H. Bibbey of Elm Grove, Wins- 
ford, Cheshire, was married to Mr. Victor Gay of Watrous, 
Saskatehwan, Canada. 

The bride, who had only just arrived from England, 
was attended by Mr. Gay’s cousin, Miss Edith Davies, as 
bride’s maid. The young couple will spend a few days 
in the City, when they leave for Watrous, Saskatchwapn, 
where they will reside in future. The good wishes of all 
their many friends go with them. 


OBITUARY. 


Georce Ricnarp GRIFFITHS, D.8.0., F.R.C.v.8., Lt.-Col. 
Graduated Lond. March 1880. 


Lt. Col. Griffiths died on the 2ist March, at his 
residence, Ferney Cl Hartley Witney, Hants. 

He joined the Army Veterinary Department in May 
1880. In 1882 he progeeded on service to Egypt, and 
was present at the actions of El Magfar, Masameh and 
Kassassin, battle of Tel-el-Kebir and forced march to 
Cairo. Medal with clasp ; bronze Star. 

He returned to England in November, 1882, and re- 
mained on home service until September, 1884, when he 
again went to Egypt with the Nile Expedition, and 
remained in that country until he retired on the 11th 
October, 1907. In May 1889 he was seconded for em- 


ployment with the Egyptian Army, and appointed P.V.O. 


At a meeting of members of the West Mainland Agri- : 
cultural Society, it was decided to form an association ' 
distinct from and having no connection with the Agri- 
cultural Society, and also to levy an annual subscription d 
of 3/- for members £30 rental and under ; 5/- for over 
£30 and under £100; and for those over £100, 10/-. ' 
The association considered they were in a position to ' 
offer a yearly premium of £100. After discussion, it ; 
was unanimously agreed that an effort should be made 
| to secure the services of a veterinary surgeon as soon as 
|] po The parishes embraced by the association 
ave a combined annual rental or value of about £17,065, . 
is well opened up by good roads, and should offer a good 
practice to a suitable man.— Scottish Farmer. 
Giascow VETERINARY CoLLEcE.—The students held 
ae their first annual dance since the war period, in the 
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He was present at practically every engagement which 

led up to the battle of Omdurman in 1898, and subse- 

vane re-conquest of the Sudan in 1899. His War 
ervices during this time are as follows :- 

Soudan Expedition, 1884-6—Nile, Clasp. 

Soudan, 1888-91—Suakin. As Principal Veterinary 
Surgeon. Action at Gamaizah. Mentioned in Des- 
patches, Clasp. Action of Toski. Clasp. 

Capture of Tokar, Feb. 91. 4th Class Osmanieh. 
Clasp to Bronze Star. 

Expedition to Dongola, 1896—As Principal Veterinary 
Officer. Operations of 7th June and 19th September. 
Despatches, London Gazette 3rd November, 1896 ; 
D.S.0., Egyptian Medal with 2 Clas 

Nile Expedition, 1897—Clasp to Egyptian Medal. 

Nile Expedition, 1898—Despatches, London Gazette, 
30th September, 1898. 3rd Class of the Medjidie. 
Granted next higher rate of pay of rank. Clasp to 
Medal. Medal. 

ile Expedition, 1899—Clasp to Keyptian Medal. 

He was mentioned three times in Despatches and re- 
ceived the following decorations:- D.8.O., 2nd Class 
Medjidieh, and rank of Pasha, 4th Class Osmanieh 

He organised the Veterinary Service of the Egyptian 
Army and subsequently the Veterin Department of 
the Sudan. His foresight and administrative capacity 

laced these services ahead of any other Military Veter- 
inary Service of that time. As a judge of Camels and 
Syrian horses and mules he probably has never been ex- 
celled, and on his expert advice and energy, the efficiency 
of the Mounted Units and Transport Service of the 


times which followed the death of Gordon to the final 
settlement of the Sudan. 

Everyone who came in contact with him during the 
many oe he served in Egypt knew him as “The 
Friendly”, and will be sorry to hear of his death. His 
friends were Legion and his enemies, if any, very few. 


Avaustus BraMALL, M.R.C.v.8., Croston, Lancs. 
Lond: May, 1889. 
Died 1st April, 1920, aged 52. 
ANDREW GREENHILL, Dennistoun, Glasgow. 
Glas : Dec. 1893 
Died 26th March, 1920, aged 50. 
Artuur HOLL, m.8.c.v.s., New Buckenham, Norfolk. 
Lond : April 1869. 
Died 30th March, 1920, aged 71. 


F. T. STANLEY, M.R.C.V.8., Montague St., Borough, s.£. 1. 

. Lond: April, 1862, 

ew died at Thurlaston, Rugby, on April 3rd, 
8, 


Grorae YOuNG, M.R.C.v.8., Haddington. 


Edin: April, 1865. 
Died 22nd March, 1920, aged 74. 


West.—On the 20th March at 8, Morton Crescent Ex- 
mouth, Pauline (Bobbie) the beloved wife of E. Alfred 
West, in her 61st year. 


Egyptian Army greatly depended during the troubled 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. | Foot- 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t Bwine Fever. 
Confrmd 
ne| Out- | Ani- Ont- | Ani- Shee 
Periud, reaks| mals, | Out- mals, Boab’ | Out- | Slaugh- 
mals, breaks | tered, * 
P m (a) (a) (d) (>) () (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. F 
Week ended April 3 10 | 10 68 | 102 4 34 12 
1919 | 9 1 1 1 4] 136] 224 2 45 1 
1918 10 | 10 102 | 260 5 19 : 
1917 10 | 11 2 6] 44] 110 5 59 80 
Total for 14 weeks, 1920 8 188 | 167 | 89 |2001 10; 17] 1877 | 3332] 256] 602 214 
1919 | 36} 2] 52 | 71 } 19 /|1038 4} 20] 2252 | 4479] 194] 3920 1 
Corresponding 1918 96 | 110 9| 0] 1961 | 8852] 206] 214 | gs 
pe 1917 190 | 222 | | |. 10} 19] 1065 | 2969] 327] 611 226 


(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 6, 1920 


t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 27. eee eee eee eee oer 2 20 1 
1919 eee eee eee eee ee 8 7 
Corresponding Week in ; 1918 ... ... ove eve 1 2 1 2 
1917 eee eee eee eee 2 12 8 23 
Total for 138 weeks, 1919 eee eee eee eee 1 8 50 125 2 5 
1919 eee eee eee eee eee 1 1 44 114 14 47 
Corresponding period in { 1918 ... 1 1 eee eee oe ove 45 135 6 26 
1917 ... 2 2 eee 1 1 15 166 58 867 


——— of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 29, 1920. 
Norr.— 


figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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